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LOWER LIMB ASSESSMENT, 
DOPPLER AND ABPI 
The below is Lincolnshire Training Hubs position statement 
with regards to registered Nursing Associates undertaking 
dopplers/ABPI as part of a lower limb assessment carried 
out by an appropriate registered healthcare professional, 
such as a registered nurse. This statement has been written 
considering the current guidance and is subject to change 
or updates if the national guidance changes. This position 
statement is only applicable to Lincolnshire and is based on 
guidance for England. 

Qualified Nursing Associates are registered by the NMC 
and are accountable to, and required to work within, The 
Code (NMC, 2018a). The role of the Nursing Associate is 
evolving with variation between organisations. The role is 
seen as being part of a nursing team. The Registered Nurse 
is responsible for planning, providing and evaluating care 
and the Nursing Associate is responsible for providing and 
monitoring care. The Nursing Associate role will include 
delegated tasks and monitoring care. The NMC Nursing 
Associate standards (NMC, 2018b) clearly outline the 
role of a Nursing Associate and how this differs to other 
registered professionals. 

•	 Registered Nursing Associates provide and monitor 
care.

•	 Registered Nurses plan, provide and evaluate care.
•	 Nursing Associates work with delegated tasks and 

monitoring care.
•	 Suitably registered healthcare professionals, excluding 

Nursing Associates, can delegate and are responsible 
for these tasks.

Training
Lincolnshire Training Hub advise that anyone undertaking 
a lower limb assessment and ABPI should have attended 
an appropriate, RCN accredited course which meets 
the National Wound Care Strategy Programme (2023) 
standards for assessment. This should be combined with a 
satisfactory period of supervised practice and assessment 
of competency as outlined by the course provider. 

Accountability 
Nursing Associates are responsible for providing and 
monitoring care which has been delegated by a registered 
professional (NMC, 2018). The delegating registered 
professional is responsible for planning, providing, and 
evaluating care and not the Nursing Associate. 
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Nursing Associate Role 
The National Wound Care Strategy Programme (2023) 
identifies core capabilities of those involved in wound care 
with different tiers within depending on the level of the 
practitioner. It is expected that Nursing Associates will work 
at tier 1 and parts of tier 2 depending on their training and 
experience. With regards to ABPI and dopplers, following 
training, LTH would expect Nursing Associates to be 
working to the tier 2 criteria within the assessment and 
investigations capability (page 18). 

To ensure all guidance is followed and the Nursing 
Associate remains within their scope of practice, LTH 
recommend that: 

•	 Nursing Associates only conduct the ABPI upon 
the recommendation of a registered nurse or other 
registered healthcare professional who has assessed 
the patient for suitability for an ABPI and can take 
responsibility for delegated tasks.

•	 Nursing Associates work collaboratively with a 
competent registered nurse, or other registered 
healthcare professional, who can holistically assess 
the eligibility of patients for ABPI. Those registered 
professionals – excluding Nursing Associates - will 
interpret ABPI and develop treatment plans. 

•	 Results should be discussed and reviewed by the 
person delegating the task who should implement the 
treatment plan. 

•	 Any ABPI which falls outside of normal limits should be 
escalated on the same day to a registered healthcare 
professional who is able to plan care and further 
treatment based on the result. 

Nursing associate 
6 platforms

Registered nurse
7 platforms

Be an accountable professional Be an accountable professional

Promoting health and preventing ill 
health

Promoting health and preventing ill 
health

Provide and monitor care Provide and evaluate care

Working in teams Leading and managing nursing care 
and working in teams

Improving safety and quality of care Improving safety and quality of care

Contributing to integrated care Coordinating care

Assessing needs and planning care
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